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LANGUAGE DIFFERENCES VERSUS
LANGUAGE DISORDERS: THE DIFFERENCE?
While language differences and language disorders may
sound similar, they are actually very different concepts
when it comes to an individual’s speaking abilities. Both
have separate contributing causes or factors and affect
individuals’ communication skills in different ways.

Language differences can be caused by dialect (different
versions of the same spoken language), bilingualism,
gender, and a person’s learning environment. Differing
dialects can contribute to the audible disparities
between different people’s speech.

Schedule Your Evaluation Now!

Call us today to schedule an appointment: (425) 259-7285
Or go to our website: www.ClearSpeechInc.com

We Appreciate All of Your Referrals
Something 2 Talk About values your referral!
It helps us know we are doing a good job.

Contact Us Today!

Do you have thoughts or feedback? If so, we would love to hear from you.
Just email: Kristin.ClearSpeech@Gmail.com

Phone: (425) 259-7285 |

www.ClearSpeechInc.com

Bilingual individuals also communicate differently than
monolinguals; some bilingual individuals “code-switch”
which means that they switch between the syntax or
mechanics of both of their spoken languages during
conversation.
The environment in which a person learns language
also plays a huge role in their speaking abilities. It is
important for parents and caregivers to use a variety
of sentence types and vocabulary when speaking with
children. Children exposed to a more varied vocabulary
will have better language abilities than children who
hear a more limited vocabulary spoken at home.
Individuals with language disorders struggle to achieve
language milestones and have lifelong difficulties with
language. Genetic predispositions, developmental
disabilities, and illness or injury can lead to language
disorders (such as Specific Language Impairment),
whereas language differences are often due to an
individual’s background and learning environment.

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
SPECIFIC LANGUAGE IMPAIRMENT (SLI)
Specific Language Impairment (SLI) is a common developmental
speech disorder, which affects various skill areas including reading
comprehension, writing, and listening.
Research shows that SLI is caused in large part by an individual’s
genetics. If one twin has SLI, it is very likely that the other twin
also has the disorder. Family pedigrees show strong evidence that
genetics play an important role in the acquisition of SLI. A child of
a parent with SLI has a much greater chance of having the disorder
than a child of a non-SLI parent.
There are noticeable symptoms of SLI that may vary depending
on the individual’s age. Young children with SLI will have a lot of
difficulty talking with others. Teachers or parents may notice that
the child doesn’t seem to understand rules or directions.
...Continued On Page 2

ASK A
THERAPIST
WHY IS A TOY FARM
GREAT FOR IMPROVING A CHILD’S
LANGUAGE ABILITY?

Everything you need to know about Specific Language
Impairment (SLI) Continued...
It is important to note that children with SLI are not purposely disobeying
rules, they are simply having a hard time processing what is said to them.
Children with SLI will also struggle with answering questions. Finding the
right word to use or the correct way to form and articulate a sentence is
difficult for children who have this disorder.

First, engaging in joint attention is crucial for
a child to further develop complex language
and communication skills. With a toy farm,
a caregiver and a child can share in the
communication process by fixing their gaze on
the same animal on the farm.

Second, an animal farm is a helpful toy to use
to teach cause and effect. Cause and effect is
imperative because he/she must know that
each action has an effect on the world around
them. For example, a parent and a child can
practice pushing an object off of the farm’s
roof or opening and closing a door.
Lastly, children can use toy farms to learn
categorization. For example, a parent can
separate farm animals in two piles according
to color or size. They can ask their child which
animal belongs in which pile, and have the
child pick up the animal and set it down in the
correct pile.

APP OF THE MONTH:
Real Vocabulary App
Ages 4+
Target Skills
Language

About The App
Create individualized vocabulary plans using
a wide range of core words for your child.

With fifteen years in the public schools under my belt I was
welcomed into private practice at Children’s Therapy of
Woodinville (CTW). Through working with the talented staff at
CTW, I was introduced to sensory processing, in-depth oral motor
therapies, and feeding intervention. In 2000 I opened a private
practice in Everett, Washington specializing in treating children in
a natural environment.
A Speech and Language Pathologist (SLP) can help an individual with SLI
to improve their speaking, writing, and listening abilities. SLPs will typically
recommend beginning speech therapy at a very early age. In therapy, SLPs
will assess the child’s writing and language abilities.
They may also ask individuals who directly observe the child on a regular
basis questions regarding the child’s behavior. These individuals could
include parents, caregivers, teachers, and others that work closely with the
child. SLPs will help individuals with SLI to better their speaking abilities,
and engage more comfortably in conversational settings.
During therapy, SLPs can teach proper grammar and spelling. Because
children with SLI struggle with understanding instructions, SLPs can also
target and teach skills such as following directions, during their therapeutic
sessions to increase comprehension. Learning to follow directions can greatly
improve a child’s performance in the classroom setting. SLPs make sure to
adhere to the individualized needs of each child during therapy. Treatment
goals and plans revolve around the conditions of the child and whatever
approaches work best for them.
While SLI is a lifelong condition, it is certainly possible for individuals
with this disorder to greatly improve their language, speaking, and writing
abilities. Speech therapy fosters this improvement and helps those with SLI
to gain confidence in their communication abilities when entering social
situations.
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About Carol Lorioux Loup,
MA, CCC-SLP
I am the owner and a therapist at Clear
Speech. I earned a Masters Degree in
Communication Disorders and Sciences
from Wichita State University in 1982.
After working for the Wyandotte
County public schools in Kansas, the
Head Start Program for King, County,
and the Auburn school district I earned
a certificate in Neurodevelopmental
Treatment.

As an engaging and fun form of play, a toy
farm can target areas of understanding,
language formation, joint attention, cause
and effect, and categorization in your child’s
language learning. These areas are all
necessary and important for a child’s growth
and learning of his/her native language.

A parent can make eye contact with their
child, point to the animal, and reward their
child for looking at the same object. This
action will require joint attention from the
child and will encourage them to share in the
communication process with another person.

SPEECH THERAPY SPOTLIGHT
Clear Speech Inc.
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Kristin.ClearSpeech@Gmail.com
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It has been my distinct honor to work with children who have
phonological disorders, apraxia, receptive and expressive language
disorders, auditory processing disorders, and feeding disorders.
Clear Speech opened a successful intensive feeding program in
2006 and is the only program in the pacific northwest to treat
families in a natural environment that emulates their own homes.
This approach makes the therapy process understandable and
achievable.

Carol’s Favorite Things To Do

When I’m not working I enjoy reading, cooking, surfing and road
trips. My children have elected to make the pacific northwest their
home and are a continual source of joy in my life.

About Clear Speech Inc.
Clear Speech Incorporated represents a new industry standard for
pediatric speech and language intervention. We believe that eating and
speaking are not medical events, they are acts of everyday living. Putting
on a white coat and meeting in a sterile environment does not guarantee
good service. We believe that speech and language develop best in a
natural environment. Clear Speech Incorporated invites the whole family
into the therapy process. Arriving for therapy is more like visiting at a
friends house.

Concerned About Your
Child’s Speech-Language
Development?
Call us today
for a free consultation
(425) 259-7285

Children come from complex family systems. We try to honor what a child brings to the communication process and make
changes that include the whole family. Because our facility looks like a neighborhood home, and the environment so closely
resembles what a child is already familiar with, there is reduced anxiety regarding coming to speech. Children know how to
act in a home, so we are able to get a clearer picture of how the child communicates more quickly and plan an intervention
program that works. Clear Speech Incorporated practices under the trade mark of natural environment. We are the only
clinic in the Pacific Northwest with this privilege.
Contact Clear Speech Inc. at www.ClearSpeechInc.com or call (425) 259-7285

